o

)
1

INGLESE 3° LIVELLO

Corso del martedi ore 21.0§22.30

Dispense 200%¢ 2010 redatte a cura
della docenteprof.ssa Ornella Pozzi

INDEX
Drama....ccccoviviiiiiiiiieiieieeeen, 1¢10 xv
POELY....cvviicieeecee e 11¢ 14 \

oetr
Newspaper articles................... 25¢ 27
Grammar........ccoeeeeveeeivieeinneeen, 28¢ 52 ‘\




DRAMA

W. SHAKESPEARE - MACBETH

THE THREE WITCHES

worst crimes.

'W. Shakespeare

Macbeth [An open place.]
Act |, Scene |

Genre Drama

Map 6, Farttasy

The passage below introduces the three Witches whose prophecies will lead Macbeth to the

Thunder' and lightning. Enter three Witches.

1ST WITCH: When shall we three meet again?
In thunder, lightning, or in rain?

2ND WITCH: When the hurlyburly’s® done,

‘When the battle’s lost and won.
L oui. 5 3RD WITCH: That will be ere the set of sun®.
2. hurlyburly. Tumulto,
confusione. 18T WITCH: Where the place?

3. ere the set of sun.
Prima del tramonto.

4, heath. Brughiera.

5. Graymalkin. E i
nome di un gatto grigio.
6. Paddock. E il nome di e

2ND WITCH: Upon the heath*.

3RD WITCH: There to meet with Macbeth.
15T WITCH: I come, Graymalkin!®

aND WITCH: Paddock® calls.

un rospo. 3RD WITCH: Anon’!

7-Ang Subitol ALL: Fair is foul, and foul is fair:

8. Hover. Libriamoci.

9. filthy. Impura.

Inglese 3¢ livellg prof.ssa Ornella Pozzi

Commentary

Stage directions

Hover® through the fog and filthy® air. [Exeunt)

Lines §=02

The play begins with some stage directions: "An open
place", that is an empty stage: no trees, no houses, no peo-
ple, absolutely nothing. Right at the beginning Shakespeare
has removed his work from time and place, from historical
truth, from any normal, day-to-day, logical attitude of good,
practical, common sense. In this way the witches become, in
some sense, more believable or, at least, more dramatically
acceptable.

But it is not a peaceful world: “Thunder and lightning”.
There is, in fact, much use of atmospheric, climatic condi-
tions in Macbeth, And, normally, this is in the form of bad
weather generally associated with corruption and darkness
and, very often, night.

“Enter three Witches". Probably the three witches ente-
red upwards, from below, through the trap-door and this
would increase the supernatural effect. A trap door was in
fact used in the Elizabethan theatre for the apparition of su-
pernatural beings. But one thing is certain about the witches:
they cannot be thought of — as, for example, you can think
of the ghost in Hamiet or of Banquo's ghost — as the halluci-
nations of some character in the play. In fact, nobody else is
present to have a hallucination, only the three witches.

The witches speak, not in blank verse, as most of the other
characters do, but in rhymed octosyllabic — a very popular
verse form of the late Middle Ages — which associates them
with something archaic."When...". The first word in the play
is connected with time, and introduces a question about
the future. Also the first word of line 3 "“When..", the first
word of line 4"When..", and the last words of line 5"..ere
the set of the sun" are all connected with time, which will
be one of the main themes in the play.

The question concerns time; the hypothetical answer,
through the word "in" (line 2), is expressed in terms of
space. This confusion of time and place is only the first of a
long series of reversals that will later dominate the play.

The confusion that begins between time and place be-
comes of a specific kind in line 4, "lost and won™ and in line
I'1,"Fair is foul, and foul is fair": the bad becomes good and
viceversa.

“There to meet with Macbeth” (line 8). The first time
that we hear the main character mentioned before he ap-
pears, he is associated with a thematic structure concerned
with evil, confusion, the reversal of values and time.
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